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I’'m from Senmaya

T T
an(né Senmaya Senior High School
1st grade Kano Sugawara

Iwate used to be well-known as the area where many excellent horses were raised. The
Nanbu Magariya is lwate’s traditional farmhouse which allowed residents and their horses to
stay under the same roof. This shows how much people treasured their horses. My
hometown is Senmaya, and the origin of its name is closely related to such horses.

The birth of its name could be traced back in the Earlier Nine Years’ War, when Minamoto
no Yoriyoshi, a father, and Yoshiiye, his son, came to this place to subdue the Abe clan. They
gathered a thousand horses and kept them tied to the cave in Senmaya. Apparently, there is
another tale. During the golden time of the Oshu Fujiwara clan, they built stables and produced
many good horses in Senmaya. Minamoto no Yoshitsune’s beloved horse, Tayuguro, which
fought bravely with him, was believed to be a gift from Fujiwara no Hidehira. That horse was
born and raised in Senmaya.

The horses and the gold in this area were the primary products which supported the Oshu
Fujiwara economically and politically. The horses made in Oshu became a gift for the
Emperor. In Konashi area, where | live, there are some places that tell us history of that time.
For example, Mt. Ogon or Mt. Gold. It is a symbol of Konashi area. | heard that the name
came from the time when gold was dug from there during the Oshu Fujiwara era. The gold
from Mt. Ogon must have been partly used in building Konjikido, the Golden Hall in Hiraizumi.
Besides Mt. Ogon, other places in Senmaya such as Okaneyama, Kanetorisawa and
Kanayamazawa have a Kanji character for gold in their names. From these names, we can
learn the “Golden” history of the Oshu Fujiwara. Moreover, Komaba, Komanosawa and
Shizunobaba are the names connected to horse. My town has more historical places: the
Shirahata shine, which was said to be built by Minamoto no Yoshitsune and the Murakami’s
Old House which has a thatched roof and an old stable.

Last year, | had a chance to listen to Mr. Tadao Yaegashi’s story. Mr. Yaegashi is an
archaeologist and works at Hiraizumi town office. He is like Indiana Jones in Hiraizumi
because he has been devoting himself to excavating Hiraizumi’s historical treasure over the
years. He said that one of the reasons why he tried his best to inscribe Hiraizumi on UNESCO’s
World Heritage List was that he wanted people in Iwate to be proud of their hometown even
though some people disagreed with the inscription. He hopes when they are asked “Where
are you from?”, they answer “ | am from Iwate, where the UNESCO’s world heritage site,
Hiraizumi is.”  His words made me realize how little interest | had in my own town. | had
been thinking Senmaya was just a countryside town that was unattractive and uninteresting,
so | wanted to leave as soon as | graduated from high school. But after his lecture, | studied
about the history of Hiraizumi and Senmaya. In Hiraizumi, | visited Chuson-ji temple, Motsu-
ji temple and Gikeido, Yoshitsune Hall. | watched the Golden Hall that was built for Fujiwara
no Kiyohira’s strong hope for peace, a world without war. He went through many fights and
lost many of his people. | also went to Takadachi, where | could see Kitakami River flowing
slowly between beautiful mountains. Yoshitsune finished his short life here. As | looked
over from the top, a wonderful scenery and the remains of ancient Hiraizumi spread out as far
as | could see. History teaches us a lot of lessons. This area once was a battlefield. Many
people were killed and everything was completely destroyed. However, our ancestors rebuilt
this area by themselves no matter how much time, patience and commitment it took. Thank
to them, we can enjoy our peaceful life.

Now, Mt. Ogon is a friendly community place for children from Tokyo and Konashi. | joined
an activity when | was a little kid and now, | help them when they have a summer camp. In
my own little way, | would like to teach them a lot about Hiraizumi and Senmaya. | will study
hard about history, culture, economy and nature of these areas and take advantage of the
chance to promote them. I'm going to make every effort to realize this goal. Hopefully |
could go to college and study how to make the world a better place. | also have a dream of
working for an international organization. In the future, somewhere around the world, if
somebody happened to ask me where | came from, | would definitely respond, “I am from
Senmaya. My town had a strong tie with Hiraizumi, a famous World Heritage site in Japan.”
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The traditional sound | want to pass on to our future
gW Senmaya Senior High School
1st grade Sarina Fujino

It was only last month when we heard about the news that Yama, Hoko, Yatai, float festivals in Japan would
be inscribed on UNESCO'’s Intangible Cultural Heritage list. We were excited at the news. In addition to
Nogaku and Kabuki theater, Washoku, traditional Japanese food culture, and Washi, hand-made paper,
Japanese traditional festive events are recognized as few of the world’s important heritage. In Iwate, Hayachine
Kagura was inscribed in 2009.  I'm looking forward to Rakugo after this contest. Rakugo, a comic storytelling,
is also one of the traditional performing arts in Japan. It gives us hearty laugh and cheerful spirits.

Here in Hiraizumi, traditional performing arts and events are passed on from generation to generation.
Ennen at Motsu-ji temple, which is designated for Japan’s intangible folk-cultural property, is a good example.
Ennen means songs or dances after a Buddhist service. Ennen at Motsu-ji temple has been passed down by
monks and local people since the temple was built. Many people come to see this because they believe
watching this would bring them good health. A program “Rojo, an old woman” is famous. An old woman
dances thanking the gods for her long life and also wishing the world peace for good. She bends down but
continues dancing quietly.  Her jingling bell brings us back to the old time. The dance brings a mysterious air
because of its sophistication. Moreover, in Hiraizumi there are deer dance, a Buddhist dance, Kagura dance
and so on. People in Hiraizumi have appreciated the value of these traditional performance arts and have
cultivated them up to now.

| am a member of Koto club at my school.
musical instrument which came from China during the Nara period.
the strings with right fingers with artificial "nails" on, just like this.
female accomplishment among the girls of the middle and upper classes. Have you ever heard the sound of
Koto? It makes a beautiful sound which gives the listeners a feeling of nostalgia. Its sound is not so loud but
it touches and echoes the sounds of one’s heart. There is a Japanese expression “Kinsen ni fureru” which
means “ touch the Koto strings” or “strike the right cord” in English. The Koto sound truly touches our chord
deep inside our heart.  So, this sound reflects our feelings and thus, has been loved by Japanese people for a
long time.

Last year, | joined the All Japan High School Cultural Festival in Hiroshima and had an opportunity to play
Koto. Igot really nervous on the day of our performance, but | made it! In Hiroshima, | also had a chance to
see other top-level performances. | thought | had to train myself harder. After summer, | played at some
concerts or festivals held in Ichinoseki. ~Last month, | went to a nursing home and played for elderly people at
the Christmas party organized by my school student council. Last year, | had many experiences to play for all
ages and they are all worthwhile.

Hiraizumi’s Ennen dance attracts people because of the gestures or movements. As the audience gaze at
the performers, there is nothing but a profound silence. On the other hand, Koto appeals to us through the
sound. Koto music soothes our soul. Both are our legacy from the past and it is our duty to pass them on to
future generations.

My dream is to introduce Koto music to many people. | will practice hard and want to be able to play various
kinds of Koto music. | would love to take part in lots of events or festivals in this area and interact with people
through music. In the future, | want people around the world to listen to my music and let them know how
beautiful Japanese traditional music is, music that is wishing for their happiness and peaceful life. 1 want to
start realizing my dream here from Ichinoseki and Hiraizumi, where history and traditional cultures are well
preserved. Thank you very much.

| started playing from last April. Koto is a Japanese classical
It has 13 strings and is played by plucking
In medieval times of Japan, it was a popular
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