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Recently, | was surprised when my father, John, 58, decided to take a trip to Japan. It was quite a sudden
decision.

Dad hasn’t been to Asia before, so he was very excited to visit Japan. After a very long 15 hour flight, he was
exhausted. Despite this, he still managed to board the Shinkansen to Morioka quickly. It was great to see him at
Morioka station, although it was a little strange. It was kind of like seeing a cartoon character in the wrong
cartoon- he didn’t quite seem to match his surroundings. Does that j : Ty

make sense to you? | am more used to seeing him in my hometown. ' VS

For the first day, we took it easy. When somebody flies a long way, it
is important to keep them awake as long as possible, so that they can
get used to being awake in a different time zone. | managed to keep
him awake until dinnertime. We had katsu curry at v F > EHE.
opposite Sanko. This was the first restaurant | ate alone in Morioka,
back when | first arrived last year. | like the laid back vibe and the
friendly owner. Dad enjoyed the food, despite being very tired.

When he recovered a bit, | started to drive us around. We visited
Tono, Oshu, the world heritage sites at Hiraizumi, followed by a boat
trip at Geibiki Gorge (see right). We drove as far as Sendai, too,
visiting Matsushima on the way.

Overall, we ate lots of food (Marugame was Dad’s favourite place) and
saw a lot of Iwate. | wish | took more pictures, but me and Dad are
both kind of bad at that. | look forward to seeing him again one day.
Him, my mother Jenny, and my Sister Emma may visit in December, if b
the price of flights goes down... My Father with his new sugegasa at

Geibikei Gorge.
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