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Rubric for Presentation in English
Evaluation Points
Standard Excellent Good Fair Needs Improvement
Score 4 3 2 1
A The topic is interesting and | The topic is interesting and | It is partly hard to | It is hard to understand




Content logical, supported by well- | easy to understand, with | understand the logic and | the overall topic.
researched and organized | sufficient facts and | organization of the topic.
facts, and is easy to | organization.
understand.

B Able to give a unique, | Able to give their own | Able to give their own | Just introduce what they
Validity practical opinion  with | opinion with sufficient data. | opinion with insufficient | have researched.

sufficient supporting data.
evidence.

C Animation, graphs and | Graphs and charts are | It is simple and easy to see; | Too much text;
Visual Aid charts are effectively used. | effectively shown. arrangement is organized | arrangement is out of

but needs more charts and | order.
graphs.

D Presentors are very | Presentors are mostly | Pay attention to the | Just read the script with
Delivery confident and can hold the | confident and gestures and | audience with sufficient | insufficient volume of the

attention of the audience | body languages are | volume of the voice. voice.
with  effective use of | effectively used; voice

gestures and body | projection is loud and clear.

language; voice projection

is loud and clear.

E It is easy to understand with | It is easy to understand with | It is partly hard to | It is hard to understand
Usage of a good command of English; | appropriate usage of | understand with mistakes in | because of the poor
English simple vocabulary is used | English; some technical | English usage and too many | English.

and technical terms are | terms are not explained. technical terms are not
explained. explained.
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”1 thought T knew enough information about the
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Porr— a0z 2FERTICKY

ILC but after watching their presentations, I
realized I was wrong. I ended up learning a lot
from all the groups. Some of the proposed

researches were very practical and could help

the prefecture maximize the benefits of the ILC.
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Here’ s to hoping that these global inquiries

could be fulfilled on a large scale!”
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“Possible Prevention of Hypertension of
Residents in My Home Region by Using
Umami”
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Dear Jun,

I hope you and the students had a good visit to us here at
Harvard.  As you requested, below are some notes and
comments for Midori regarding her presentation, but first of all,
let me say that she did a great job so please give her my
compliments.

Some questions and comments:

p. 4 - you say hypertension is a big disease with 11 million
patients but it would help the listener to know what % of the
population that is. That would provide context for how big a
problem it is.

P 5. - the Dahl study dates from 1954. Much could have
changed in dietary patterns since that time so more recent data
would be more convincing (especially since that was only a
decade after the war and the socioeconomic status, food intake,
overall health and well-being, etc. are all very different now).
P 6. - it’s always good to note the source of the data (and how
current it is).

P 8 - again, source of the data? Also, does the composition
of the 5 elements here incorporate all foods or only some? In

other words, is this looking at the entire diet or only a part of

it?
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P 9 - (also related to page 4) it would be interesting to see
incidence of hypertension by age, because related questions
would be: can you reverse it by using umami among the elderly?
Or, can you prevent it by using umami among the younger
population?

Since the assertion in the second point is that umami can reduce
the incidence of hypertension it would support the argument if
there are individual cases where umami has been used to change
dietary patterns and the reduction has been shown. Does that
exist? If so, that would provide you with a “before and after”
story with a causal connection rather than a population level
correlation.  Correlation is good but never as convincing as
showing causation.

[ hope this is useful. But again, an excellent job by Midori.
Safe and fund travels!

Best

Brock
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“Promoting Social Advancement of Women
in Our Home, Iwate”
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“To Help Developing Countries through

Educational Support”
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Realizing “a Sustainable Agriculture” in Tsunami Affected

Areas.
GOTO, Tasuku
Abstract
On March 11, in 2011, the Great FEast Japan

Earthquake happened. “Ria coastal areas,” including my
hometown Otsuchi, were damaged by the tsunami, which
reached 10 to 22 meters high and took more than 1,000
bodies away. Fishery, on which the town has ever relied
for a long time, was also seriously damaged and it is said
that the fishery is declining now. Otsuchi is known for

salmon, but the catch quota has been decreasing.
Although, Otsuchi is surrounded by the sea and mountains,
and has rich nature, it has never made a grate use of forest
as a resource. Thus, I hit upon the idea that Otsuchi
should make a system of supporting its economy with
“sustainable agriculture” as well as with fishery and carry
out “agricultural renovation.”

After the disaster, the town faces several urgent issues
such as decrease in population, aging of agricultural human
resources, and existence of unused agricultural field and

damaged agricultural facilities. The agricultural plan to
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respond these issues aims to reuse damaged lands as

agricultural lands and support the farmers actively by
aligning them with public sectors, and Otsuchi is still
straggling to a negative legacy. However, it is necessary for
the town to improve the present agricultural plan to
accelerate renovation.

What you should add to the plan includes agritourism,
spreading beef cattle, producing specialties like organic
vegetable, and agricultural product branding. Especially,
agritourism is expected to give us many different advantages.
For instance, it best fits a small-sized, aged agricultural
community. And it can contribute to form a community of
local society by interaction between school children and
local farmers and secure agricultural human resources by
appealing agriculture to children. Moreover, in addition to
such a program, it will be able to spread agricultural
products of the town and encourage to expansion of their
consumption by carrying out “farming experience” and
having contact with urban consumers. Therefore,
agritourism catalyzes education next generation of new type

of agriculture and provides us with a brilliant sustainable

model.

Advice



[ make a presentation to two specialists: Ira Winder, a
research scientist of MIT Media Lab, and Paul Lukez, the
principal of Paul Lukez Architecture Inc. and previous
researcher of MIT. Mr. Winder said that I have to think
about how I transport people from outside to local areas
when carrying out farming experience. On the other hand,
Mr. Lukez said that I have to secure food safety in selling

agricultural products with some scientific information like

radiation dose based on the Fukushima nuclear accident.

Perspective

[ have proceeded my study after having received these
advice from the specialists. Now, it is very hard to access
to the town except for using the bus as the public
transportation because the railways of “ria coastal areas”
were damaged by the Great East Japan Earthquake, and
because it takes much time to restart to run trains; on
March, in 2019. However, 1 suggest that you should
suggest not only “ farming experience 7 but also a
sightseeing tour which can amuse visitors with several
specific nature or culture in various areas of Iwate. Also,
I propose that you should increase consumption by revealing
food safety with organic vegetable and radiation dose.
fishery, agriculture,

Keywords: tsunami—affected areas,

agritourism, farming experience, sustainable agriculture

Building Smart, Academic City, Morioka
UCHIDA, Yasufumi
Abstract

[ have studied about present Japanese academic
institutions, especially, colleges, related problems and I
investigated how to rebuild our home Morioka to be a smart,
academic city.

[ thought there are two requirements that a good
academic city has to satisfy. First, I raise that it should be
a small town which is like the towns where Ivy league
colleges are located. Such a town provide the students
with quiet atmosphere, and reasonable living cost because
Second,

such a town has adequate land and less population.

it needs to provide high quality education and urban
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functions. To satisfy them, I think recruiting many
colleges, covering various academic fields, from arts to
natural sciences, including medical sciences, is critical.
The next step will be to create a mechanism that facilitates
dense multidisciplinary interactions among the colleges and
students. The final step will be to build well-networked
educational and living infrastructures, which include smart

networking of transportations.

Advice
[ discussed my study theme with professors of Boston
University and MIT.

[ got mainly two kinds of advice. The first is the

importance of stake holder engagement. Megaproject need

a lot of money, but all of the capital cannot be got from the

government. So, the collaboration with private enterprises

is important.

The second is the importance of sustainability. After

building city, many related city functions have to be

maintained such as institutions, local economy, and

legislation. So, there are a lot continuous business

chances and benefits. This way, investment of private

enterprises is also returned.

Perspective
Through these advice, I found I lacked some views.

To succeed in megaproject in capitalist society,

stakeholders have to be taken into account. At the same
time, it is important to manage not to lean to specific
company’ s benefit.

Thus, megaproject have to be constructed sustainably
considering  various  views  of

and  satisfyingly,

administrations.

To Help Developing Countries through Educational

Support
YAMANE, Yuto

Abstract
These days, there are so many global issues.
Especially, economical difference between developing



countries and developed countries is one of the most serious
problems. This is caused by so many factors: industry,
vulnerable social structure, and so on. In this study, I
focused on education. It is because education can cause
other factors. For example, it makes a few human
resources. So, social infrastructure becomes vulnerable.
Therefore, this study aims to solve such differences by
educational support. Also, I especially focused on the
illiteracy rate, for 1 found that there is a relationship
between illiteracy rate and agriculture, which is the main
industry of developing countries. By improving illiteracy
rate, agriculture will get better, and then the economy will

be improved.

Advice
My study does not have enough proof. Education may
be one of the factors, but there may be many other factors.
For example, infrastructure or climate change may also be
In

serious causes. They are not mentioned in my study.

other words, there is no “causality” in my study. [ have
to consider it then carefully.
In addition, my study need more data. By comparing

them, my insistence will be conventional.

Perspective
My study was not proved enough. As I was advised, |
will consider how other factors affect the issue and collect
more data so that I can make it more scientific with enough
Especially, I will consider other factors in order to

proof.

consider the issue, economical difference between

developing countries and developed countries, from other

viewpoints.

Possible Prevention of Hypertension of Residents in My
Home Region by Using Umami
NAKAYA, Midori
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Abstract

Hypertension is one of typical adult diseases in japan,
especially in Iwate. I found the original data reported by
Dahl in 1954. It shows that the higher uptake of salt causes
the higher risk of hypertension, so I thought that it is
possible to prevent about 50% of incidence of hypertension
by reducing the amount of uptake of salt. I made the meal
for patient suffering from hypertension in hospital after I
consulted with specialist. But low—salt diet has limit and
we can’t keep eating it. 1 found that there is big difference
in intake of salt between people in northern Japan and in
southern while [ research hypertension. People in
southern Japan take a lot of umami but they take less salt
than people in northern japan do. Therefore I thought
about spreading food culture of umami in Iwate by using
“obanzai no moto”, which is an option of seasoning that
adds umami, and is wrapped in a tea bag. [ want to suggest
decrease in intake of the amount of salt among the elderly

in my home region by the meal in hospital with umami.

Advice

1. Help the listener to know what % of the population
patients of hypertension is.

2. Show information of number of incidence of
hypertension by age.

3. Show that umami changed food life and example
decreasing number of incidence of hypertension by
changing food life.

4. Show the newest report instead of Dahl’ s report.

Perspective

A new research shows that 4% of twenty years old, 10%
of thirty years old, 25% or more forty years old, 40% or more
of seventy years old are suffering from hypertension. The
number of patients of hypertension in japan is about 4 million
people, so one in two adults are suffering from hypertension
in japan.

| found the data “How Clear Has Been Made the
Relationship between Salt and Hypertension?” reported by
Toshio Hashimoto (the salt science research foundation).
It explained that the relationship between salt and

hypertension is weak. On the other hand, there are the



people whose blood pressure is elevated by taking large
amount of salt. Most of such people are the patients of
hypertension, overweight people or elderly people. In
other words, my study can  t apply all patient of
hypertension. However, [ can suggest with focusing on

these particular people.

My Strategy to Revitalize the Greater Morioka — Washoku,
Nature, and Overseas Tourists -
OSHIDA, Yuri
Abstract
The purpose of this study is to revitalize my hometown,
Morioka is gradually becoming a big town, now

Morioka.

encompassing regions nearby, but suffers from rapid
increasing in aged population and a decrease in its total
population. Aged population has been increased year by
year and is expected to increase more in the future.

Tourism is an industry that elderlies can play main roles
so tourism is the thing Morioka must seriously think of,
because of its assets. In 2013, Iwate Tourism Office
carried out a questionnaire about attraction of tourism with
about 3,200 tourists. Most of them answered “domestic
cuisines” and “nature and historic sites” were the most
attractive. Thus, [ suggest the “tour plan” on which
foreign tourists can understand attractions of the four
seasons in Iwate.

The most important point of this plan is Washoku,
which was registered on UNESCO’ s Intangible Cultural
Heritage List in 2013. I especially pick out Tofu, which is
one of the most popular food in Morioka: people in Morioka
consume Tofu the most. Besides, Morioka has long history
boasting tofu. Tourists can enjoy beauty of Iwate
throughout the four seasons, for example, Sakura cherry
blossoms in spring, Sansa drum festival in summer, turning
colors in fall, and Snow in winter.

[ hope that this study will provide a good hint to

revitalize my hometown, Morioka.

Advice
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1. To make effective advertisements and guidebooks suited
to each age group: a certain age group prefers digital media;
another group prefers paper documents.

2. To cooperate with some companies and shows a profit of
each other’s.

3. To make a big event and goods, and gather tourists,
learning from foreign examples such as Onion festival in
Germany, and Goods of lobster motifs in Boston.

4. To secure transportation system.

5. To look for successful examples in other places which

resembles Morioka.

Perspective
1. To advertise with the Internet and make booklets for the
elderly that is easy to understand and inspiring.
2. To cooperate with hotels and devise special meals or with
the 6 major summer festivals in Tohoku region and go to
other prefecture in Tohoku area.
3. Now we have Tofu festival on October 2. We can
improve the content to attract younger generation.
4. To make goods collaborating with Sansa festival.

5. To make Iwate Rail Pass like Japan Rail Pass people can

use many times.

Promoting Social Advancement of Women in Our Home,
Iwate
SUGAWARA, Nanae
MATSUDA, Rinka
Preface
We have been studying research with the theme above.
This theme was extremely big for us, but it was a good
driving force for our future. Social advancement of women
We are

is an important factor for Japanese society.

grateful for having such a valuable experience.

Abstract
First, we paid attention to Japan’s gender equality
ranking of world Economy Forum Report 2016.  This report
presents their research results on gender gap over the world,
144 countries. Japan’s ranking stays at the worst class -

economic participation is 118"; political empowerment is



103" education attainment is 76"; health and survival is
40'"; and gender gap indicator is 111", Especially, Japanese
women do not play an active part in economic participation
and political empowerment. Also, Japanese gender gap is
the lowest rank in the developed countries, and the gap
appears conspicuously.  We gave our main focus on
economic participation for two reasons. First, this ranking
was worst. Second, this problem may be solved by local
governmental and private firm efforts.

We next study how citizens think about the
participation situation in the work of the woman. We
identified that many people think that women’s do not
participate in governmental policy making process, in both
national and local.

Then, we studied women managers working at local
governmental sectors through focalized on Iwate vs Tottori.
The reason for our comparison of Iwate with Tottori was
that Tottori’ s ratio of women manager is high, 12.0%
whereas that of Iwate is quite low, 4.5%. Another reason
was that Tottori faces economic recession and also suffers
from a decrease in population. Also, the average of Tottori’
s women who keep working while raising their children is
71.8%, whereas that of Japan is 52.4%.

We then studied what mechanisms work for this
achievement. The mechanisms is educating human
resources and honoring gender equality.

Especially, certificate systems evaluate good results of
work fairly so everybody can find working rewarding. A
goal of Tottori is to become the top of prefectures of
sparkled women by working and raising children. They
achieve good results by being conscious and certificating
gender equality and cooperation of men and women.

We went to Tohoku Bank in Iwate, the company whose
workplace is good for women, and interviewed them.
There are three mechanisms to achieve good results. One
is certificate systems. For example, “ZEruboshi”, which
certificates successes of women, and “Kurumin”, which
certificates companies which are doing well in their works
and raising children. Second is about overtime work.
There is a rule that they stop working and leave the office
by 6:00p.m. Third is Area Bank Clerk system. They can

choose the office near their home so this system supports

raising children. Therefore, creating good working
environment for women by using certificate system and
nurturing human resources in school connect with social
advancement of women. It is also important establishing

rules about working hours.

Advice

1. The data of the present situation analysis is fulfilling.
What we have to do next is thinking the way of
introducing it effectively.

2. In the number of women’s employment in evidence, we
have to tell “part—time” workers from “full-time” workers
because by doing this, we can make clear the problem of
women who have a career desire.

3. By referring to other countries whose national characters

and problems are similar to Japan, we can get a new idea.

Perspective

We have studied not only social advancement of women
but also gender equality. The source of this study is
results on gender gap of the World Economy Forum. We
need to refer to other countries and work out concrete and
practical plans. And there is hardly the previous instance
of successes of women compared with men. We may get
new ideas by focusing on not only the results of the number
but also the threshold (e.g. hiring condition). The most
important thing for social advancement of women is
cooperation of men and women. A good working
environment is essential for everyone especially Japan
because it has many labor problems. We have to suggest

plans for the advancement of women.

Using LEED Healthcare — Towards Recovering Medical
Environment -
NAKAMURA, Yoshito
TAMAKAKE, Chihiro
Abstract

We suggest the model of sustainable and eco—friendly
hospital which is certified by a building assessment system,
LEED. Then it can be expected to welcome many doctors

and make the medical environments better, and we can



promote the sustainable, abundant medical environments.
We gave our presentation twice to Mr. Dartzel, who is in
charge of construction of new buildings in Boston City, and

Mr. Lukez, who is a famous building designer.

Advice
1. Not only LEED but also Living Building Challenge, one
of the building rating systems, have now been introduced in
America. This system assesses the beauty of buildings and
ecology around the buildings, including LEED’ s assessment
points of view.
2. LEED has not been recognized by Japanese people well,

so we will use social media to spread the new concept.

Perspective

There is a lack of data and figures in our presentation,
so we can’t convey our opinions persuasively. When we
showed this information: buildings certified by LEED can
reduce more electricity and heating expenses than ordinary
one, we could not answer a question which the lecturers
asked us: how much can the building reduce it? We should
use more convincing data and make our presentation more

logical.

P.S.
Classes We Took at the College

At Pine Manor College, we experienced practical
English classes, conversing with other classmates from
several countries, such as Venezuela, China, and Russia,
and discussing controversial issues with them. Day by day,
we got accustomed to communicating in English and could
use it positively, mainly when speaking. At Ms. Ikegami’s
class, we learned tips of communication and the way to make
a concise presentation: how to introduce myself to others,
the effective topic to start conversation, and the difference
of presentation between Japan and America. We applied
these kinds of knowledge to our own presentation and could

give our presentation in American way.
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(5) Ichiko Students’ Testimonials in 2017
Team I : Moe Shimogonya

I wish to write here my best impressions that I

have gained during the days in Boston. At ELI
English classes, I have noticed several differences
from my classes in Japan. First is that it was such a
small class, about 15 students, whereas Japan’s
classes have 40 and, therefore, I could easily
communicate with a teacher. Second is the variety
of ages that have helped me learn diverse
knowledge and expanded my interests. Third is a
much more sophisticated method of active learning,
a game-style, for instances. I think using this style
will improve the quality of Japan’s English classes.
Scientific studies really surprised me. First was
lectures given by top-level scientists. A lecturer at
Harvard School of Public Health gave us a talk on a
topic that I have studied in Japan. Her talk was
understandable. And so were all other talks. There
were many scientific terms that I wasn’t familiar
with. However, the talks aspired me to study harder,
and gave me a dream of studying more at a college.
One thing I want to emphasize is an idea of

preventing diseases, which I think could effectively

Ichiko Teams

Educator

Place

Team | Preventive Medicine
Moe & Miyu
Team I Leadership
{ Riko & Kyuta
“
- \ B e
1 Team Il Sustainability
: Nanami &
Sosuke
Team IV Forest of Intelligence

Hitoha & Kanako

Team V Education

lkuno & Haruka

Epidemiology Maryam Farvid Nov 7
Harvard School of Public Health Tuesday
Stem Cell Biology Brock Reeve Nov 13
Harvard Stem Cell Institute Monday
Gender Equality Cathryn Cliver Nov 13
Harvard Kennedy School Monday
G. Greiman Nov 14
Boston University Tuesday
City Designing Paul Lukez Nov 11
Paul Lukez Architecture Saturday
Ira Winder Nov 15
MIT Media Lab Wednesday
Green & Global Paul Lukez Nov 11
Paul Lukez Architecture Saturday
John Dalzell Nov 16
Boston Redevelopment Authority  Thursday
Community High school students Nov 6
Brookline High School Monday
Samuel White Nov 9
Pine Manor College Thursday
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reduce costs of medical treatments and save many
patients who suffer from lifestyle-related diseases
in Japan as well.

I will also mention that I enjoyed my dorm days
with a roommate, a Venezuelan. Finally, I would
like to thank Ebina-san, Ayako-san, and Ota-sensei,
and others who helped me enjoy all these activities

in Boston.

Team I : Miyu Nakajima

What I would first like to write is that I have
gained a deeper insight into everything in Morioka,
Iwate, and Japan. I am now confident in rationally
reviewing things.

I have presented my talk on hypertension from
two viewpoints, improving daily dietary intake and
chemical biology. To make this presentation, I have
studied news and articles that appeared in media.
But here in Boston, I became aware of the status of
Japan’ s medicine, being far behind the frontlines of
the world. I now know that an article in newspaper
reporting a development success by a research
group may not be new. It may be just an old
achievement done ten years ago in Boston. I know
that many great achievements, which may not soon
be made in Japan, are being made in Boston. The
point that makes this difference is what I have
learned in this tour: it is the alignment of diverse
research fields, or a multidisciplinary approach.
Frontlines of medicine, as an example, are made up
of many different medical research fields. To
achieve something great, diverse professionals
share their ideas through collaborative working,
and do it. This is the only thing that Japan misses, I

think. Each professional in Japan should be open to
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others, share information, and collaborate with
others.

I now come to my English study at ELI. The
classes intend to educate us with English skills
through thinking and discussing various socially-
which

deepened my literacy. The class members were

and environmentally-important topics,
diverse in their nationalities and ages, so that each
opinion was so diverse and unique. Each of them
was familiar with their own thing, like our country
has this law, that rule, etc. What made me
embarrassed was their question asking me “So,
what about your country?” I often could not respond
to those. This is indeed a great lesson. I know that I
must know myself, I must have my own opinion,
otherwise, I will not be an important player on the
global stage.

This two-week experience has changed my sense
of value a lot. My dream was to become a
pediatrician and help children recover from their
disease to live healthily. But now, I began thinking
that I may able to help a larger scope of people by
improving a therapeutic system and providing it to
local regions that suffer from a decreasing
population and staying undeveloped. To do so, I will
first further, build a

collaborative network that links urban and local

study medicine and,
areas, involves many other research fields such as
developing new therapeutic instrument, using Al I
know this is only the beginning, and I will do my
best.
Team I : Kyuta Sasaki

I will write about my presentation which insists
on the superiority of dorm-life study than home-stay
study, by using presentation skills that I have
mastered through this Boston SG Tour. Moreover, I
will write things I have then learned from the
international classes at ELI, on-site visits to
colleges and discussions, practices of English

presentations, dorm life, and some personal
impressions.

First, I will talk about the international classes at



ELIL I love those classes because they gave me
state-of-the-art English education. This was in good
contract with classes that many others do on their
overseas study, attending high-school classes.

Next i1s on-site visits to colleges and discussions.
These were marvelous. I could meet and discuss
with world’s best of the best in each discipline and,
so open my eyes to gain a far insight into my future,
along with a surprise of seeing many well-equipped
research facilities.

Third is mastering presentations. I began from
building a logical structure, improving speech
ability, sensing reactions, and speaking in response
to their reactions. I am sure that I could do this by
taking advantage of my Boston SG Tour.

My final topic is on my dorm-life study. Living in
a dorm gave me several advantages, compared with
the home-stay study. I could contact and
communicate with many persons coming from
different countries, not only Americans but also
others such as Venezuelans. Living in a dorm and
frequent communications with many others made
me feel like I was living an American college life. By
taking all these into consideration, I know that

dorm-life study is much better than home-stay

study. This is what I can be sure of.

Team I : Riko Ishikura

I would like to say that I am happy to join this
two-week Boston SG Tour. I worked hard to prepare
for this in Japan. Those efforts rather increased my
happiness in Boston. I have learned a lot of fruitful
things. Those lessons are the history of Boston,
mastering practical English, and many others that

will be useful for my future.
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I will write firstly about the international classes
at ELIL I have learned English skills as well as the
different thinking ways of people from many other
countries. Then, I knew my next goal—becoming
diplomatic, so that I could further improve my
communication ability and establish myself as an
individual.

I will next write about the lessons I learned from
colleges that I visited, including Harvard, MIT, and
more. Every visit showed me big differences from
colleges in Japan, such as intimate and frequent
communications between teachers and students,
various fellowships, easy transfer to another college,
and more. I like those, and now, learning at an
American college has become one of my choices. No
matter where I continue my next phase of study, in
Japan or in the US, I will keep making efforts to
improve education of Japan, as one from the young
generation.

I will end my testimonial by writing about
leadership. This

presentation. I did a lot of research in advance,

is the major topic of my
reading papers in English, and searching overseas

websites, because Japan provides limited
information on this research area. My research gave
me back a great return. I had almost no problems in
understanding lectures given by lecturers. I even
wished to have shown a longer presentation.

In conclusion, I have successfully harnessed such
many pieces of learning. Now, my next incentive is
to use this learning and, moreover, to develop it to
contribute in making our society better.

I finally express my thanks to Ebina-san,

Ayako-san, and Ota-sensei, and more, who helped

me appreciate this valuable experience.



Team IT : Sosuke Tsukazaki

I recall my days in Boston with satisfaction. I
listened to English and actively thought of many
things every day.

At the international classes at ELI, I could largely
widen my viewpoint, and learn many different
cultures. I was impressed especially by two
discoveries: one was my shortage in commutation
ability; the other was collaborative participation of
students in the classes with a teacher. I like it!

On the scientific studies, I gained two points:
many pieces of cutting-edge knowledge and
mastering presentation skills. I was most impressed
by the Paul Lukez Architecture (PLA) studio and
MIT Media Lab. At PLA, Mr. Lukez taught us about
building a sustainable house by using a model, so
that I could understand the point of the building. At
Media lab, I was impressed by three points. Firstly,
the building has no walls but glass-made barriers so
that everybody knows what his or her neighbors are
doing. Secondly, playing with a Lego model of
building a town is an ideal interface, using colors
that anybody can easily identity. Thirdly, digitizing
parameters, even happiness is what I did not know
before.

On my presentation, I think I learned what points
I can improve on. It should be understandable and
show data and materials that can be persuasive, so
that audiences can practically imagine and follow

the presentation.

Team II : Nanami Okido

I wish to write here two dreams that this Boston
SG Tour gave me. First is a future possibility. I now
seriously think of going abroad or entering an
American college. My second dream is to announce
my experiences and achievements that I have
gained in Boston to all my schoolmates. This will
work to transmit our desire of continuation of the
SGH program to the Ministry of Education.

I also wish to mention my good impressions of

vibes and nature of PMC, and Boston town, which
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are all vast and deep.

Finally, I want to express my thanks to all who
supported my joining this tour. At the same time, I
am proud of myself for doing my best to become a

member of the Boston delegates.

Team IV : Hitoha Kawaharada

I will start describing my presentations on
building Iwate, a sustainable, academic forest that
1s rich with nature. In response to my presentations,
I have received many advices that I want to
incorporate into my future study. The essence of
their advice is to think about inhabitants. When
proposing an idea of renovating a city, they told me I
should mention how this renovation would bring
them many merits. Some of those could be
improving education, saving a cost for electricity, etc.
If T could do so, many inhabitants would listen to
me seriously. John gave me another hint. If I could
show them an environment-friendly example that
provides them with a great merit, other inhabitants
would follow the same plan. I think this is
important, because renovating an entire city may
not be easy but, in turn, renovating a part may be
much easier to do. Before studying in Boston, I was
a little suspicious about realizing my idea. But now,
I think I can do it!

Among the research facilities I have visited, MIT
Media Lab was most impressive. There, Ira showed
me the tremendous potential of using mathematics
as a key tool in designing a smart city. This largely
encouraged me, because I have a plan of majoring in
mathematics at a college.

Throughout my days in Boston, I had a strong
feeling that Boston is a center of education. Boston
1s so open to show its research in detail to visitors,
which may not be the case in other cities. PMC
accepts many foreigners and educates them by
using a teaching method that any foreigner can
easily follow. I think that this openness of Boston to
foreigners makes it a center of education. Boston

gave me valuable experiences that I would never



get elsewhere, skills of English communication and
presentation, and proper research techniques. All
these will, I am sure, help me overcome many
difficulties ahead of me in the future.

Finally, I wish to thank all teachers who

supported me.

Manam Cilddlo (5100

Team IV : Kanako Watanabe

I am happy to write about how I now have a
multiple insight into things. On-site visits to many
professors and their educational and research
facilities, and giving my talk followed by vivid
discussions both gave me diverse philosophies and
thoughts. All these together changed my mind, such
that approaching to a problem from a multiple
insight is essentially important.

I have studied on how to renovate my homeland,
Iwate, to an academic city in Japan, and I presented
my research result in Boston by giving a main focus
on using renewable energy. Then, the visits and
discussions made understand one

me very

important point, that is, the presence of inhabitants.

I think I did not care much about inhabitants. But,
it 1s wrong. Without their understanding and
collaboration, nothing can be done. This 1s what I
learned in Boston. Boston itself speaks it eloquently.
Doing research from a multiple insight may not be
so easy to do. Still, this must be essentially
important also in my own future. I will this keep in
mind.

I would also like to mention that meeting with the
people who keep doing their best to realize their
own dreams made me happy. They are top-level
professionals. They are not satisfied by their

current statuses but, in turn, they keep doing their
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best to make the world better. I know that is my
destiny. In the past, I had a hard time to doing so.
But now, I am sure I will be able to follow them,
because I am on a mission to do so. Thus, this
Boston SG Tour is a turning point that made me
want to go on a quest to overcome many difficulties,
train myself to make my homeland — Iwate — better,
and to lead a fruitful life.
Finally, I would like to thank everyone.

Team V : Haruka Kuji

I am so happy to write about how I eventually
decided to apply for the Boston SG Tour members in
spite of my anxiety of going to a foreign country. To
overcome this anxiety, I needed a while. What
supported me to make such a decision was that I
would be able to meet and communicate with
top-level professionals, in addition to getting to
experience American culture firsthand. I am proud
of myself for doing my best to prepare for the
application, and eventually getting selected as one
member!

Upon attending this tour, I have set a personal
rule: stop hesitating. I kept this rule throughout my
days in Boston. It turned out to be a good decision!
The rule perfectly helped me communicate with
others and ask many questions in English. I even
did not care about others’ saying that Haruka
speaks disordered, hard-to-understand English.
Furthermore, my rule actually assisted me a lot, so
that I now can communicate with no large
difficulties.

This SG Tour gave me two ideas as follows: The
first is to decrease a number of students of one
school class to create a small class. The reason for
this, I think, is that a small class helps students
actively study. The largest barrier that hampers
students from learning actively is a large class size.
At the ELI classes, I and other members as well
were not afraid of making mistakes. It was fun! I
wanted to attend the classes more and more.

The is that this

second study made me



determined about my future dream—majoring in
education and contributing to improve education in
Japan. In this tour, I have met top professionals in
higher education, Harvard, MIT, and others and I
have learned many gorgeous things I never
experienced. In the beginning, I thought my future
planning of becoming a specialist in education was
wrong. But, after a while, I gradually became
convinced that education is an asset I want to
dedicate my life to. Entering a college is not my goal,
whereas many high-school students think it their
goal. I now know that education in Japan is wrong.
I will be a college student to pursue my dream.

Finally, I thank everybody who helped me join
this Boston SG Tour.

Team V : Ikuno Kashiwazaki

My first incentive for joining this Boston Super
Global  (SG) US’s

countermeasures to break the “cycle of poverty.”

Tour was to study
Throughout my research on the “cycle of poverty” in
Japan, I have reached a conclusion that education
can break a cycle of poverty. My research identified
three pieces of evidence that supported this
conclusion: 1) single-parent (i.e., single mothers and
single fathers) families occupy a predominant part
of the poor; 2) most of these parents have low levels
of academic careers; and 3) children’s literacy is
generally proportional to the income of each family.
The Japanese government has not created any
means to fix this problem. So, I read up on
literature other

interesting information about the US. The United

from countries and found
States ranks second-worst in the world when it

comes to poverty of children, although its GDP
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ranks first. To solve this problem, each state in the
US gives various countermeasures, all of which are
unique and not recognized in Japan. Thus, I
anticipated to firsthand study these
countermeasures on this tour.

In Boston, I have thrice presented my study
entitled “Building community colleges in Japan”
and, then, appreciated many pieces of advice. One of
most impressive was that the US citizens greatly
respect education, and educators are thus
responsible for doing this job. This is not the same
in Japan, and I admire this. Then, I thought that
the first step Japan needs to do is probably start a
revolution of citizens’ awareness. The other thing
that Japan needs to do is to build a good
environment wherein anybody — whether they are a
single-parent or not, have regular jobs or none, are
still working or have retired — can learn knowledge
fit to their needs

anytime. Throughout my

presentations and studies in Boston, I was
convinced that education can truly break the cycle
of poverty.

My firsthand experience in Boston greatly
expanded my viewpoint and broadened my mind —
friendly citizens, rare 24-hour-open shops, shops
that open at 9:00 AM, valuable water, huge food
portions, beautiful, gigantic, and functional public
facilities, and many more. Each was totally new to
me which made me understand that I have been

living in a narrow world! I now wish to look at many

other towns in other countries.
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Resolution 1  “Japanese food 1is better than
western food for breakfast”

Affirmative Speech

Hello,

everyone. We believe that Japanese

food is better than western food for breakfast.
Let me summarize today’ s debate. The most
important point is that Japanese food is healthy.
The negative side suggests taking salad and soup,
and they are surely rich in nutrition. However,
our argument is better. It is because Japanese

food is low—calorie and low—fat. Western food is
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than western food for breakfast. Thank you.

Negative Speech
Hello,

everyone. We don’ t believe that

Japanese food 1is better than Western food for

breakfast. Let me summarize today’ s debate

The most important point is time. They said that
we can cook Japanese food easily if we prepare for
rice and miso soup in advance at the previous night
However, our argument is better. It is because
including

An

we have to cook for a long time

preparation time when we cook Japanese food.
egg fried sunny-side up and a toast are easier to
cook in a shorter time. Therefore, we don’ t
believe that Japanese food is better than Western
food for breakfast. Thank you.

Resolution 2 “Doctors should be obliged to inform



patients about their cancers”

Affirmative Speech

Hello, everyone. We agree to this resolution.
The most

They said

Let me summarize today s debate

important point is a “right to know” .
that keeping a secret of their cancer to the
our argument is

patient is a white lie. However,

better. It is because a secret provokes bad
feelings to the patient and the doctor cannot
understand what the patient think deeply. It is
not good for them to struggle to tackle with the
hardship together. Therefore, doctors should be
obliged to inform patients about their cancers.

Thank you.

Negative Speech
Hello,

everyone. We are against this

resolution. Let me summarize today s debate.
The most important point is a loss of hope for the
patient’ s rest of life. If I were such a patient,
and told that I suffered from a serious cancer, I
would be disappointed very much. Life without

hope is not happy, and it might also cause a

suicide. It is true that if doctors tell their
patients that they have cancer in the early stage
if their cancer is in the

The

it is ok. However,

later stage, it is disappointing

psychological damage can give a big effect on
“Illness starts

their body. As the saying goes,

in the mind” . So, their cancers may become much

worse. Therefore, it is not good to tell the true

information to patients. Thank you.
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Classes with the ALT in Morioka Ichiko usually

involves quite a number of essay-writing

activities that require students to analyze a

62

given situation and express an opinion that either
agrees or disagrees with the topic. In the first
few classes I had with the first—years, although
there were exceptions, majority of the students
found it difficult to summon ideas from outside
the box.

That is to say, for their first few

essays, most of the students merely paraphrased
what they heard from the ALT or JTE in class or
statements from the reading material.

of

rewrote

Original 1ideas were rarely heard in the

classroom, although there is a possibility that

they talk about these sorts of thoughts 1in

Japanese during the brainstorming part of the

class. There was a much-needed improvement

regarding the students’ critical thinking and

analytical skills.

Through debate activities, the students

learned how to see the two sides of an argument

and justify an opinion. It is imperative to note

that the topics we started off with were simple
ideas most of the students could relate to (e.g.
choosing between cats or dogs as pets; home—cooked

or store—bought lunches), so it was not too

difficult to form an opinion about it. Initial

topics aided students in  comparing and

discriminating between two ideas by writing

constructive speeches for or against ideas. Also,
by watching other students hold a debate match
students learned how to find strong and weak
arguments.

Throughout the year, the topics became deeper
and students learned to rely on concrete evidence
rather than personal opinions to support their
arguments. This way, their critical thinking and
analytical skills were well-utilized to resolve
propositions about current affairs. By the end

of the school vyear, the students could now

participate in a full-fledged HEnDA-style debate
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e.g. 1
Chairperson: We will begin our discussion. Each

country should start by telling us their ideas

about the cause and solution to terrorism. Let’ s
start.
Yemen: Yemen is in a civil war state now. Half

of the people there face the lack of food. It
also became a base for terrorist groups because
of the confusion. First, we must solve domestic
poverty and make Yemen stable

America: But if so, then the cause of terrorism
is desire for political power, isn’ t it? By the
in my country, Muslims do a lot of terrorist

So will

way,

acts. we restrict Middle Eastern
immigrants from entering my country

Egypt: In my country, Egypt, ISIS killed many

people recently. So we think the main cause of
terrorism is religion.

France: Surely, the terrorism that happened in
France is caused by ISIS. However, a lot of young
people take part in that group due to serious
poverty.

Japan: My country is Japan. We think that the cause
is poverty. Our country carries out counter—
terrorism, but it costs too much. When terrorism
is gone, we can’ t spare support for poverty.
Chairperson: So the cause of terrorism is poverty.
What should we do to solve this? Please share
your ideas.

America: There are many international companies in
my country. If each country helps these companies
to extend their activities in other countries,

they will make a huge profit. Then those
countries can improve their economy

Mexico: Please wait a moment! Then that’ s just
for the benefit of the United States! Even if
that’ s seemingly fine for our national economy,
people of the enterprise is making more profit.
Though poverty is serious in our country, the
difference between the rich and poor will become

greater.
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Singapore: In our country, poverty isn’ t so bad

but we import most of our food. Developed

countries should teach developing countries -
including Singapore - agricultural technology. We
think that can solve poverty.

Japan: Our country is an advanced country, but we

depend on imported food. We can’ t teach
agricultural technology to other countries
Mexico: Then I think that we should make the people
of the world move to different countries to create
more people of mixed racial backgrounds. We can
also learn agricultural technology and money is
also separated equally.
France: That can’ t be! How can you treat such a
tradition that has been laid down by the French
for a long time? There is a language barrier. And
we also have to think of who will lead that
country’ s politics

Egypt: I think we should make a no—border world.
Many people are of a mixed race so a national
border is not necessary.

America: But I think racism will happen in each
region. It may further cause terrorism.

Yemen: T don’ t think there is any problem if
people all over the world adapt racism of racists
which discriminate against racists

Chairperson: So, mainly we should create more
mixed race people to eliminate racism of racists
to solve poverty. Now let’ s think of a concrete
method.
Singapore: First, each country should decide how
we will divide the people. We need to be careful
so as not to break region relationships

France: We’ 11 transport people if the plan is
decided. Developed countries should lead and help

each other when the process has been laid down on

paper.
Mexico: How should houses be built after
transportation? My country can’ t build good
houses.

Yemen: Then people who are from the country which

has many technology should play a central role in



building houses. That will create employment and

make the economy better.

Egypt: The last problem is language. We should
make a language school and make the world learn
only English.

can’ t have a

Japan: 1 think that Japanese

conversation with vyou. We should learn a new
language. 1 suggest that we speak Esperanto as a
standard language

Chairperson: Now the plan of action is decided.

Let’ s try it.

e.g. 2

Chairperson: Now I would like to start to discuss
how to solve the international issue of terrorism.
First, the representative of Germany, please tell
us your opinion.

Germany: We think that one of a factor of terrorism
is poverty. That’ s why, most terrorists are from
developing countries. So, we should do financial

aid to some developing country

Japan: Your opinion 1is correct 1in a sense
However, it is insufficient. When we give money
to them, it will help terrorists if the money was

used by them. So, we have to check what the money

used for.
Syria: Japan s idea is definitely true. We must
not allow terrorists to use the money. However,

it is difficult for us to do that by ourselves.

So, I would appreciate it very much if those
countries would help us

Germany: Of course, I will do that

Chairperson: Thank you for your opinion. So, both

of you are willing to give money to developing
countries, right?

Germany and Japan: Yes

Then,

Chairperson: I would 1like to know the

opinion of developing countries. How do you think
about that?
we have managed to

a member of ASEAN.

Indonesia: In our country,

prevent the terrorism as

Especially, we, Indonesia have an initiative of
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information. I think that financial aid is a good

idea. But, to establish organization to prevent

terrorism is also good

U.S.: 1 disagree with you because making

organization will make us stay when we have to use
army to wipe out the terrorists. In order to deal

with terrorism freely, we should not do that, or
we would be killed by terrorists while we are

thinking what to do in emergency.

Indonesia: Then, you contradict to what ASEAN
does?
U.S.: I didn” t mean to hurt you. We are the

police of the world. As the strongest country in
the world, we want to do it by ourselves
Chairperson: Then, may I have your idea?
Qatar: Since the news that our country helps the
terrorists spread all over the world, our dignity
falls down. In order to recover our confidence

I would like to do something.

Panama: 1 precise your willingness. How about
throwing away the army like our country? Since
we have thrown away our army in 1990, the order

in our country 1is really good. Becoming a
peaceful country will contribute to prevent
terrorism.

Qatar: But there is a possibility that we cannot
do anything when terrorists attack our country.
U.S.: Whether we abandon the

I think so, too.

army or not does not matter. Terrorists will
threaten our peace with military forces

Syria: I agree with the U.S. With exception of
the country which has nothing to do with terrorism,
we have to have military force to defeat the
terrorist.

Japan: However, we must throw away the army if we
really want to realize the peaceful world because
by allowing to have weapon, there will be a
possibility that someone use it for their impure
wishes. I can understand your uneasiness, so
shall we make an organization to solve the issue?
Chairperson: Such an idea was suggested before.

Do you have anything to emphasize?



Japan: Yes. The U.S. disagreed to our suggestion
because the organization would prevent us from
dealing with terrorism freely. Although I cannot
deny such a possibility, we have to unite to defeat
the terrorism sooner or later. So, I want
everyone to understand the importance
Chairperson: How do you think about the idea? If
you agree to the idea, please raise your hand
Then, what will the organization do?

Panama: We should do everything we have talked.
Financial aid to developing countries, correcting
each country’ s military force, and so on.

Chairperson: All right.
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